Thamil Paadanool (Draft Version) by Elango Cheran

Pronouns / Simple Sentences

Pronouns

Singluar Plural
Ist . I [BITLD we (listener included)
[5T60T
eson [_B[”'l_—';_]g‘,a.'[ we (listener not included)
2nd b you o
Person BhigeT  |You

BB 61T you (with respect)

9621607 he

3rd |Dleuar she SlsujgHen |they
Person @JGH'U he/she (respect)
3| G it Sl6m6) they ("those things")

Singular / Plural

Singular means that a word refers to only 1 thing. Plural means that a
word refers to more than 1 thing.

1st, 2nd, & 3rd Person

First person speech means the person speaking is talking about

him/herself as an individual ("I...") or in a group ("we..."). In Thamil, Bmb is
used when the person who is being spoken to is included in the group.

("Are we there yet?") BrmigarT is used when the person who is being spoken
to is not included. ("We saw a bear! You missed it.")
Second person speech means that the person being spoken to is being

spoken about. ("Who are you?") GBIl is used for a group of people, as
well as for just one person who receives respect.
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Third person speech means that the speaker is talking with someone

about someone else. ("He is good." "They are smart.”) l6ui is used when
talking about a person who receives respect. 91 &) refers to anything that is

not a person (place, thing, idea). Dlsme is used to refer to more than 1
place, thing, or idea, such as 9 dogs or 5 tables.

Simple Sentences

There is no way to translate "is" in Thamil, and there is no translation for
"is" in making simple sentences. So if you want to make a simple,
informative statement, just put the two words together without a verb. Ex:

o DU HMeusvSmyer = "He is a police officer."

Also, you can use numbers to describe what is being referred to. There

is a word for "a"/"an", which is 6)(h, which is used. Ex:

o DlouidHen mbFH WFfwiser = "They are 5 teachers.”

o [BTGOT 6)(h eWLIWsH = "I am a boy."

Technicalities

If you want to say something like "It is red", you will have to wait until you
get to Adjectives & Adverbs. In English, the words "is" and "are" are called

linking verbs. A linking verb restates the subject (3i6uiy) with the predicate

noun (&Teuev&rer). In other words, Si6ul = &reauesmrer. The word "red" in
"Itis red" is a predicate adjective, and is said differently in Thamil.

Negatives / Questions

Negatives

A negative sentence is a sentence where you say "no" or "not". The

word for "no" is §)svsmev.
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Simple Sentence - Negative

To make a simple sentence negative (reverse the meaning), add @6{)66)61) to the
end of the sentence

Ex:

o JlQUT SHMauETIar Bsvemev = "He is not a police officer.”
o DlouTHeT Wb FH WFfwiHeT Gevsmev = "They are not 5 teachers.”

o [BTSOT 6(Ih LW Gsvemev = "l am not a boy."
Questions

Forming Questions

To turn a sentence into a question, add —94 to the end of the sentence.
EX:

o Il6MT SHTeuvETTeNT = "Is he a police officer?”
o DlouiHen b B pAFwisenm = "Are they 5 teachers?"

o [BTGOT 6)(h ewLWsHIT = "Am | a boy?"

For rules on adding suffixes, go here

Verb Roots / Verb Suffixes

Verb Roots

A verb root is just that -- the basic form of a verb to which suffixes are
added. By adding suffixes, you can create all the different tenses in Thamil.

Verbs roots, by themselves, can be used as commands. A command is
a statement requesting something to be done.

Weak / Strong Verbs
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Thamil verbs have been organized into 7 classes based on the changes
made when adding suffixes. Weak verbs refer to verbs in classes 1-4.
Strong verbs refer to verbs in classes 6-7. There are no more than 10 or so
verbsin class 5, so we'll leave it alone.

Verb Suffixes

When verbs show action in a sentence, a suffix is added to the verbs
that match up with the subject of the sentence. Each pronoun is associated
with a verb suffix. This means that if a pronoun appears in a sentence, then
its corresponding verb suffix is adding to the end of the verb. (Verb suffixes
are also known as PGN or PNG suffixes.) The table below shows pronouns
and the corresponding verb suffixes:

Singluar
Pronoun

1st .
Person /PTo0"

ond  |fb
Person e
I6)60T
Dl6M6IT
3rd el
Person
2l

Plural
Verb Suffix Pronoun
[BITLD
— 66T
[BITIhI 61T
— bl
1B/BIg 61T
—FF & 61T
— b6t
— 6T OIUTH 61T
—9hi]
ast/present tense
(past/p ) Py

) (future
tense)

Verb Suffix

—@)LD

- gt

— & 61T

~ Db &6l

N/A* (past/present
tense)

-2 I (future
tense)

*Present tense verbs used with Sleme6u are made differently. Since

I HI and Seme present quite a few excpetions, verbs with S H1, lem6)
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will be taught later.

If the subject of the sentence isn't a pronoun, then the subject will have a
related pronoun. Then the verb suffix corresponding to the related prnoun is
added to the verb. Ex:

[e]

verb suffix for sLosum = h6iT

[e]

verb suffix for lsuar = b6

[e]

verb suffix for Losoofl = 2 6ot

[e]

verb suffix for lsuer = her

Some Weak Verbs

ellem e (h) play
@mﬂ@ sleep
DI 1)) sit
a,mg,@ buy, receive
@@ run
Some Strong Verbs

Ling read
Q&) give
LI see
Blemeor think
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Verbs - Present Tense

Present Tense

The present tense refers to a sentence where the action is currently

taking place. Examples of present tense sentences are "He runs"”, "She
reads"”, and "They play".

Turning a verb root into a present tense verb depends on if the verb is a
weak or strong verb:

Present Tense - Weak Verbs

verb root + &M + verb suffix

Ex:

o BMiI HMHIGHFEMHI = "The dog sleeps."
o IleufHar ellsmerwn®Eryser = "They play."

o eI SUMhIEHEmTer = "He buys."

Present Tense - Strong Verbs

verb root + &M + verb suffix

Ex:

o &LoGUM LI SEImmeT = "Kamala reads."
o hmIG6T LTTSEDISH6T = "You watch."

o [Bmedr [Hlemeord HGmesr = "I think."

Adding Suffixes

Adding Suffixes
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Adding suffixes is one of the most important things in Thamil grammar.
The rules for adding suffixes will be used in a large majority of the
remaining lessons. The rules presented below aren't all the rules, but they
are the more commonly used ones.

Suffix Addition Rules
1. If the suffix begins in a vowel sound and the word ends in an @), f, 67, or
&0, insert a Ul in between.
2. If the suffix begins in a vowel sound and the word ends in an 3, 3}, 247,
60, 62, Or 661, insert a 6l in bewteen.

3. If the suffix begins in a vowel sound and the word ends in an 2_ sound,
and...

a. If the word is made of 2 short letters, insert a 611 in between.

b. If the word is not made of 2 short letters, drop the —2_ and add the

suffix.
4. If the suffix begins in a vowel sound and the word is made of 2 short letters,
with the 2nd letter being a consonant, then double the 2nd letter and add
the ending.

o Otherwise, join the word and suffix as they are.

So far, we've come across 2 instances of adding suffixes. The first time
was forming a question. Not coincidentally, each sentence ended in a
consonant, so the last rule was used. Then came present tense verbs, where

a verb suffix was added to "verb root + £in/sEm". Since & and &£l both
end in a consonant, the last rule was used again.

These rules for adding suffixes will always apply unless otherwise
specified.

Compound Subjects
Now let's try examples using the ending for compound subjects.

Compound Subjects

For each member of a compound subject, the suffix —2_LD is added to each
word.
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Since compound subjects refer to more than 1 person or thing, the
subject thus becomes plural.

Suffix Examples:

1. sNud SEenswd CETHEEmryssT = "Younger brother and
younger sister give."
o SO —UI —2_1d = SLOITuLd
o HHIENS —lUl —2_LD = HHIEMSHUILD
2. SIDomeYd Brgid 2L Hrjflopmd = "Mother and | sit.”
o DIDLOT —6) —2_ LD = SILOLOTEYLD

o [T —2_LO = [HFTEILD

a. preid ifw BHEED = "The bull and | run.”
o [BM&T —2_LD = [HFTEILD
o LOM(R —2_LD = Lom(HLD
b. Buyd useyd UTISEDIS6T = "You and the cow see."
off —ul —2_1b=Bub
o U —61 —9_LD = LIF6|LD

4. Qhemih Ouestremd o L srjdpmiser = "The male and the female
Sit."

o Dh6ooT —2_LD = ShEILD

o Qswor —2_1d = GlisworgmyILd

Verbs - Future Tense

Future Tense

Once you have a handle on which verbs are strong and which verbs are
weak, putting verbs into the future tense shouldn't be too hard.
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Future Tense - Weak Verbs

For pronouns (other than 3| $1/Sleém6M), verb root + 6l + verb suffix

Ex:

o [hIBIg6IT @@61"1:’]&561’1 ="You will run."
o Dl6ueT HiThiGHeuter = "He will sleep.”
o leuTH6l GuFeurisarte = "Will they speak?"

o BTl BMEW6NS @ 2 L &a(HLd = "The dog will sit tomorrow."

Future Tense - Strong Verbs

For pronouns (other than < G1/3lem6x), verb root + LIL1 + verb suffix

Ex:

o b Oer@CLmuT? = "Will you give?"
o Jlema (HIQ&GHLD = "They will drink."
o bmig6 61HICH eudliiysend = "Where will you live?"

o [BFEIGH6T FemLoLIGLIMD = "We will cook.”

More Verbs

More Weak Verbs

Gua:r talk
2 evor, FILII(H eat
a@gj write
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More Strong Verbs

L walk
Sl drink
F60ILD cook
61 live
A® e

"All" / Listing Subjects / "Or"

"All"

For the English word "all", there are two words. One word is used for
people, and one word is used for non-people things.

IIAI III
6Te0GEVIT(H LD everyone
6T6VGVITLD everything

To translate the word "all" when it is used as an adjective in English,
insert one of the two words above after the things/people it describes. Ex:

o Il LOMBHSH6T eTeveuMDd HTmIGHL = "All of those cattle will sleep.”

o (FLPHeMSH6T 6Te0GLMIHLD Formi ellemanurBeurisar = "All of the
kids will play today."

Listing Subjects

When the subject of a sentence is a compound subject, 2 things or
people are referred to. To refer to many things at the same time, you put
the words in a list.
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Forming A List

1. Separate each item with a comma, then place "6TsOGEVIT(TFLD"/"6TEVSVTLD"
at the end.

2. Separate each item with a comma, then insert LD[D guu')" before the last
word.

Other Meanings Of -o_i
The suffix —2_1o can also be used to mean "even" or "also". Ex:

o leuTH@Epd HLOP L1g SEHprisemt? = "Do they too read Thamil?"
o s Fevreor Cussoremyd g HEpre = "Even that litte girl reads."

IIOrII

To use the word "or" in the subject of the sentence is easy. To do that,

just insert the word "3lsvu " between the two words. Ex:

o FhBITOT DlevFH GHTUTEL Femiolimsr = "Chanthiran or Gopal will
cook."

It is probably more proper to use "@ldmgu" in a compound sentence,
especially if the 2 subjects take differently verb suffixes. Ex:

o GG [FL_LILITET, DlVevHI Dleuer KL Limer. = "She will walk, or he
will walk."

"3levsuH" can also be used with verbs. Ex:

o DIUTHET BLLILIMTHET DI6V6vD @@@nﬁ&mﬁ = "They will walk or
run."

Ordinal Numbers / Dates
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Ordinal Numbers

Ordinal numbers are used to describe something's position relative to

others. In other words, these are an object's rankings or placings.

Ordinal Numbers

To turn a number into an ordinal number, add the ending —<3h6) 3.

The only exception is the ordinal number for 1, which is (Lp&6vTe) S.

Here are the first 10 ordinal numbers:

Ordinal Numbers 1-10
(LpSOVTEU B first
BrsvorL_mer H) second
AT G) third
IEIENOVES] fourth
DIbH16U D) ffth
ShDToUSG) sixth
TLPTEUS) seventh
6TL L M6 B) eighth
QRTLISTOUS)] ninth
Lid, B 162 ) tenth

= irregular
Dates

The only exception to using ordinal numbers, as they are, is when
naming dates such as "February 29th" or "August 13th".
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Naming A Date
When naming a date, the suffix "—<QhL0" is added to the number. The word

"CoF" follows the number.

The word G& & means "date". Click learn about Thamil months and seasons.
Some examples of dates (using English months):

o Oufemeufl @ (HudOsnausmd 6spH = "February 29th”
o DhHFL USlepaprd 6HH = "August 13th"

That, This, And Question Words

That, This, And Question Words

In Thamil, asking questions or pointing out objects up close ("this"/
"these") or objects far away ("that"/ "those") is very simple. In general, the

prefix "<9I—" points out objects far away, the prefix "§)—" points out objects

up close, and the prefix "st—" asks "which?" or "what?" about the object.

There are a few groups of words in Thamil that differ only by their
prefixes and are related in this way. In addition, the similarity between words
in one group is that they refer to the same thing. The chart below
categorizes these words.

That This What/which Relationship

IlbS that |GV this |6 which? | (adjectives)
that this which thi

Sl thing | QS thing 6Tl thing? |9

BTG there @ G here 6T where?|place

@.“:,@un'@éj then @D@u”’@@_’ now 6-”:'@“”'@@_’ when? |[time

. in that . in this . how? manner /
SiULg manner @'—"—"4 manner|6TLILILY “ |method
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. that . . which
SI60T M) day Qermi today | g0 ) day? day
. that . this . hwo
QUGS |much BRIOUCIGTE] |mych |6TOURUETEY  |mych? AMount
. that . this . how aumber
IASH6DI6M many RS e many |6TDDEMGT  many?

. that this . which
91621607 boy  Bleuer boy |6TGMEDT boy? |P%Y
66T that girl| @) 167 this girl | s7ey1677 ‘é"iﬂ',‘jh girl

. that . this . which elder
= Ol elder | @oui elder |6T6M elder?

those these which thinas
Slew6 things | @6o6u things | 6T6M6 things?|1Nd
More Question Words

There are a few more words that ask a question, but these words have

no "9i—/@)—" equivalents.

Question Words

Wy who?

6T60T 60T what?

6J 60T why?

6T g; $6DI60TWITEN Bl which rank?

When using the question word wimy, the respect/plural verb suffix

(—756T) must be used with the verb. Ex:

o wry Gurdlpnigeir? = "Who goes?"

Sentence Order

The words in the big chart above, whose relationship is either "time",
"manner"”, or "day" are called adverbs. It is important to distiguinsh adverbs

http://www.unc.edu/~echeran/paadanool
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because the placement of words in a Thamil sentence is different from

English.

Thamil Sentence Word Order
1. subject
2. "other words"
3. adverbs
4. verb

To learn about using the verb &), with adverbs for making sentences
like "It is red" or "He is here", go to the next lesson, Adjectives / Adverbs.

Adjectives / Adverbs

Adjective / Adverb Relationships

Some nouns can take one ending to become an adjective or another
ending to become an adverb. Not all nouns can form an adverb and an
adjective. Some form neither of the two. The rules aren't precise here.

Like in English, adjectives precede the nouns which they describe,

regardless of what place in the sentence word order the word falls.

Ending For Adjectives

Adjectives formed from a noun usually end in — 24, 607.

Ending For Adverbs

Adverbs formed from a noun usually end in —9h&.
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LIFem & (wimer (9reen LFemn &g green-ly LIF60)F green-ness

®_[ILimeor salty 9 LIS salltily 2 (] salt, saltiness

Simple Sentences Revisited / g\,

Why would there be a need to make words like "green-ly" and
"blueness"? Well, to start with, Beuid is the word for blue. In Thamil, colors

are nouns, not adjectives.

In simple sentences in which something is being described by an
adjective, adverbs are used instead of the adjectives. To make these

sentences:

1. Convert the adjective into an adverb.

2. Then use the verb @@ as the word for "is". (Don't forget to put it into

the correct tense and to add the correct verb suffix!)
3. Remember to put the words in the correct order.

That's it! (Phew!)

Examples

o G UFHFWTH J)(HHFHMHI = "It is green.”

o G Feulins G HbFHH = "Itis red.”

o pIED GHmMoglud Gousons @HGauMDd = "Gomathi and | will run
fast."

o SleuigHem FHwrg: GusHonyssr = "They speak correctly."

o Ahs GxHaiel L% ersfemowns B)(HbFWSHI = "That question is
very easy."

Professions / Family Words

Family Words
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There are more words in Thamil for family members, since the words
are more specific about the relationship bewteen two family memebers.
The number of words for family members in Thamil is perhaps a reflection
that the extended family is an important part of Thamil society.

Family Words
Female Male
OILOLOT mother QIIum father
NSHET older sister 9| 6007 600TIT older brother
ShINF younger sister HL019 younger brother
@L&_T.) 605 aunt LOTLOT uncle
g &) aunt g s m uncle
Ouflwibiom aunt Quifwim uncle
(SL@Q granddaughter Guiyeor grandson

. niece / . hew / i
LO(THLDOS 61 daughter-in-law LO(MH LD 60T nepnhew / son-in-law

Professions

People who have a specific profession can be called by their
profession. Some words are like compound words, with the name of the
profession included.

Professions
HTEUGVSHTT 60T policeman
&T6M6D = police
SI6UVSIT policewoman
m@g}gﬂmfj doctor LD@[_E@I = medicine
Plural Nouns
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Plural Noun Suffix Addition

The suffix for turning a singular noun into a plural noun is &6i1. Since &61

does not begin with a vowel, none of the special previously learned rules for
adding suffixes apply. In addition, words that end in certain letters change
while becoming plural.

Forming Plural Nouns

o If the word ends in —LD, drop the —LD and add —I& 6T
o If the word is one syllable...

o and ends in a long vowel sound, add & & 61T
o has a short vowel sound and ends in..

o —6V, drop the —60 and add M 61T
o —@iT, drop the —6iT and add L_&6IT

o For all other nouns, add —&6IT

This may seem like a lot, but it isn't. Most nouns fall into the last
category, which is simple. One syllable words that end in a vowel sound are

actually one-letter words. Words like this are 4, , &, but there aren't too
many. There also aren't many short vowel sound, one-syllable words ending

in 60 or 6T, but some are v and &6v.

So although all of the rules may come in handy, it is typical to use the
first rule and the last rule the most.

Examples

o LOJLD + —H6IT = LOJHIG 61T
o LIPLD + — &6l = LILPIEIG 6T
o fF + — &6l = & H6IT

o Lp+ — $61 :&béaaséﬁ

o &6V + —&H6IT = HDF6I
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o Uh G| + — &6 = LI H|%6IT
o [RIT6V + — &6l = [HITEVH6IT

0 (5061'1 + — &6l = (501_'5561'1

Commands

Commands

A command is a statement requesting somthing to be done. Examples
of a command are "Read." and "Write." Since comands are always directed
towards someone, it is optional to include the person's name (or a pronoun)
before the command.

Respect / Non-respect

In Thamil, commands have 2 forms. The first form (which is just the verb
root) is the non-respect form. This form is given to people of the same age
or people younger. As previously said, a verb root by itself can be used as a
command without respect. The other form of commands are those given
with respect.

Commands With Respect

verb root + ®__[BI& 61T

Forming commands with respect uses the usual rules for adding suffixes.

Examples

o ® L &y ="Sit."

o LIT(M I ET = "Look."

o 5 g ="Youread."

o BEIGET 6T(LPSIBIHET = "You write."

o HMiSEHlH, Mm@ 6us = "Karthik, speak there."
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Negative Commands

Non-respect

Negative commands have different endings depending on whether the

person gets respect, and whether the verb is weak or strong.

Negative Commands (non-respect)

o For weak verbs: verb root + —<9h0%

o For strong verbs: verb root + &d& + —9h0%
EXx:
o $&&5M0% = "Don't yell."

o BmIG6T LM _THFH6T = "You don't sing."

o HmEnSF, OLFTGSH = "Little sister, don't talk.”

Respect

Negative Commands (respect)
o For weak verbs: verb root + — <S5 61T

o For strong verbs: verb root + && + — b STl

Ex:

o 39 $&M6%H = "Don't hit."
o 2_em&&HTHT&6T = "Don't kick."

o HIgHHM0%H = "Don't drink."

More Verbs
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More Weak Verbs

U6 drive
% G| yell
um(p sing
%0 dance
TIPS write
More Strong Verbs

@6l bathe
Sl hit
2 03 kick
Fh) meet
SHEEIQ) walt

Irregular Verbs - sun/Gun

Being Irregular

The words 6ur ("come") and Gur are called irregular because they do

not follow all of our previously learned rules exactly. The easiest way to
show which rules these verbs follow is through a chart.

http://www .unc.edu/~echeran/paadanool
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future tense U (T + 611 + verb suffix @LIT + 621 + verb suffix
command (non-resp.) )T O

command (resp.) mn@[ﬁjaasﬁ OLITRI 6T

neg. command (non-resp.) 6)JUIT(35£B Guna;rrﬁgg,

neg. command (resp.) QTS T & 61T GuIT&TE 78 61T

Take a close look at the commands with respect, since they are much
different from all the other verb forms. These aren't the only irregular verbs,
but forunately, there are only a few others.

Examples
o DI6UT HTen6TdFH DI Gursursr = "He will go there tomorrow."

o [KTSOT  6M(FHOmeT = "I come."

o GursTSiseT = "Do not go."

Thamil Cases

Thamil Cases

Certain special suffixes in Thamil are known as case suffixes. There are
about 7 case suffixes, and they are only added to nouns. Each has a
different meaning. Examples of the meanings of some case suffixes

include "at"/"in", "for"/"to", and "from". In a setence, words that have case
suffixes usually appear after the noun but before the adverb.

Case Suffixes

Adding case suffixes is the second instance where the word changes
before a suffix is added. The first was when making plural nouns.

Adding Case Suffixes
o If the word ends in — (R or — M-
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o add the case suffix using the basic set of suffix addtion rules if:
o the word is made of two short letters

o the final —(h) or — Ml is preceded by a consonant

o change —(h to L_L_ or — m| to MM and add the case suffix for any
other word

o If the word ends in —Lb:

drop the —LD, add & &, and add the case suffix

Remember that a consonant is a letter that does not have a vowel sound

(e.g. &, M, &, etc.).

The pronouns change uniquely before adding suffix:

Case Suffixes - Word Changes
Change Before Change Before

L Adding Case Suffix L Adding Case Suffix

[BTLD [HLD—
[BIT60T 6T60T —

[BITTRI 61T 6TTRIG 61T —
i3 2 6or—

1BIg 6iT 9 _[hId 6 —
1B /15 6T D _[51% 61—
9162607 9162607 —
9l66IT 916261 — DI 61T S|6)[T G 61T —
Y Sl6MT—
9l HI H—/ DBHOT— | Ilem6 Sleum m) -
Word Change Before Adding Case Suffix
6T6VGVITLD 6TELEVTEUMM —

3 Hl changes very irregularly when adding case suffixes to it.
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See the next lesson about direct objects to see examples of case suffix
rules.

Accusative Case

A direct object is a word that receives action. Another way to think about
a direct object is to find the verb of the sentence, and then ask the question
"Whom or what received the action of the verb?"

In the sentence "I drink water", the word "drink" indicates the action of
the sentence. The action is drinking. To find the direct object, ask the
guestion "What is being drunk?" The answer is "water". Therefore, "water"
is the direct object of the sentence.

Direct Objects

The direct objects of a sentence add — g9 to the end of the word.

It is important to remember that the suffix for direct objects is a case

suffix. Therefore, words that end in —(), —m1, and —1b add case suffixes
according to different rules than do all other nouns.

Ex:

o BTN LpdHens FTLIINBHHGDer. = "I eat fruit."

o Dl6uel IGHemnG Oleur” Heuremm? = "Will he cut the tree?"

(In the second example, the word "cut" is the verb, which means it is the
action. To find the direct object, ask "Whom/What is being cut?" Here, it is
the tree, which means it is the direct object.)

Multiple Suffixes

Already, we have seen one difference between case suffixes and other
("non-case") suffixes, which is that words undergo changes before adding
case suffixes. As we will see in later lessons, there is another difference
between these 2 categories of suffixes:
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Adding Multiple Suffixes To A Word

When adding more than one suffix to a word, suffixes are given this precedence
when added:

1. Plural suffix

2. Case suffix

3. Other suffixes

Ex:

o [FEIGH6T SHF6OTI) eDMWULD HHSHlewwid LTFSHFHCmTLD = "We see the
spoon and the knife."

o Dl LogEIGemeT LmjLiLmerme = "Will he see the trees?"

In the first example, the direct object is a compound, since two things
are being seen. We need to add the case suffix —gg for both words since
they are direct objects, and we also need to add the non-case suffix —2_1b
to both words since they are a part of a compound phrase. According to the

rule, — g9 is added first, and then —2_1b is added.

Indefinite Pronouns

Indefinite pronouns refer to things that are not precisely known. The
characteristics that distinguish and indefinite pronoun from other words is
very subtle. (Thus, at first, understanding indefinite pronouns may be tricky
and may require a little extra effort.) Examples of English indefinite

pronouns are: "anyone", "anything", "everybody", "something", "other", "all",
"some".

Two words for "all" were given in Lesson 7. The context in which

sTs0G6LT(RHLD and eTeveuLD Were used in Lesson 7 was to end a plural word or

list of several people or several things. The two words were being used as
adjectives. Here, the words will be used as nouns to refer to "all people" or
"all things".

Let us take 2 similar sentences:

o Can Arasu answer the question?
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o Can anyone answer the question?

In the first sentence, we are very sure who we are talking about -- Arasu.
In the second sentence, we are not necessarily talking about Arasu. We are
only talking about the person or group of people who can answer the
guestion. However, we are unsure which people belong to that group. The
uncertainty in the group to which "anyone" refers makes "anyone" an
indefinite pronoun.

Just as indefinite pronouns can be formed in English from question
words (“whomever", "whatever"), indefinite pronouns are formed in Thamil
from question words. In particular, the question words that are primarily

used are 6T, 6THI(S, 6TLIOLIN(LY S, 6TLILILY., 6T M, 6TEOIGUATEY, 6Td S M6,

W, 6T6OT60T.
For these question words, the following rules apply:

Indefinite Pronoun - "every-"

Add the suffix —2_Lb to a question word to form a word with all-inclusive
representation.

EX:
o BriG6T eTHIGHLY GuTslTgH 6T = "You will go everywhere"

Indefinite Pronoun - "some-"

Add the suffix —gtoa guestion word to form a word which reflects uncertainty
in the speaker and any observers.

Ex:

o & sTemsowr FINIHSmHI = "It eats something"

Indefinite Pronoun - "any-" / "some-"

Add the suffix —3h61 G| to a question word to form a word which reflects
uncertainty on the part of the speaker.

Ex:
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o wmme g Cusflprisemtd = "Is anyone speaking?"

Final Note On Indefinite Pronouns

In particular, the tricky part is distinguishing in which circumstances

—3h6auGI or =6 should be used. A likely pitfall might be to construct a

thought in English and then attempt to translate this in Thamil. As you can
see, some words in English have multiple, distinct meanings. Furthermore,
words like "whomever", "whatever", etc. don't quite have a translation in
Thamil, since their meaning in the context in which they are used is quite
vague anyway. Once one begins to construct thoughts directly in Thamil, the
proper usage of the words will come more naturally. The more one speaks,
Thamil, and corrects his/her mistakes in Thamil, the easier this subject will
become.

Verb Classes

Thus far, we have been using the terms "weak verb" and "strong verb".
This has proved sufficient for using present tense and future tense. But it is
only half of the story.

Thamil verbs have been divided up into 7 verb classes. What is
remarkable about Thamil is that all verbs belong to 1 of the 7 verb classes.
The verbs of any particular class all follow the same pattern when it comes
to making the past, present, and future tenses. Only relatively few words are

irregular. (We have already come across 2 -- 6ur and Gur.) Some

exceptions exist to the general patterns of these verb classes, but such
exceptions are minimal.

What we thought of as weak verbs is a generalization of Classes 1-4.
Strong verbs are from Classes 6 and 7. Class 5 contains irregulars. It will
not be discussed properly within the main lessons, but it can be found at
Appendix A. Since most of the verbs that belong to a class have common
characteristics, it will be helpful to memorize one verb from each class as a
reference for other verbs in that class.

Class |General Pattern Example
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1 1-syllable, short vowel, ends in — I, — 61T, — 60 (see below)
1a lendsin —ul O\l
b lendsin —air %61?
1c |endsin —6v O\F60

2 2 syllables, ends in —u], —°U, _!;b' —@, -8 6H61Tf]

3 ends in —2_ (exception —@, — M| -- see below) Ou

4 ends in —(h), —mI Gun(®

5 Irregular verbs ~

6 combination of Class 2 and Class 4 patterns @5"®

7 ends in =3 L

Exceptions And Irregulars

The ultimate determiner to which class a verb belongs is not the verb
root, but the way it forms past and present/future tenses. (It will become

clearer after the next lesson on the Past Tense.) This explains why Si(Lp is a

Class 1a verb and G is a Class 2 verb.

Note that there are probably no more than 10 or so verbs in Class 5.
However, (even fewer) irregular verbs may appear in other classes. In

particular, remember that eur and Gu are irregular verbs. However, sur is a

Class 2 verb, but Gur fits into Class 3. Also, &) is a Class 7 verb.

Verbs - Past Tense

The following chart shows how to put verbs into the past tense, based
on their verb class.
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From this lesson forward, an attempt will be made to include the verb
class number as a superscript to the verb root.

Class | Past Tense

la add & + verb suffix

1b drop the — 61T, then add 600TL_ + verb suffix

1c drop the —6V, then add 6D'T‘!f) + verb suffix

2 add Lr)g; + verb suffix

3 add @aﬂ + verb suffix

4 drop the —2__, double the last letter, and add the verb suffix
5 ~

6 add g;g; + verb suffix

7 add [_F,g + verb suffix

For future reference, we will need define the past tense stem as the part

of the past tense verb before the verb suffix. So for the verbs g;@G and

asng',@@?, the past tense stems would be $L_%&— and &1HF(HHES .

Examples

a. Brer OFuiGger = "I did"
b. DUTH6ET Qhsvorl_mjsaer = "They ruled"
c. BIEiGHeT GlFerCombd = "We went"

2. b euemimGmil = "You grew"

3. Dlsuar Gulsrmer = "She spoke"

4. BRIG6T GuT LeJ& 6T = "You put”
5. (see below)
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6. pmd O&THS6HMD = "We gave"
7. 3% BLHSSH = "It walked"
Examples Of Irregular Verbs
Verb Past Tense Present Tense Future Tense
Hls0° BTy 6t B Emmis 6 By & 6ir
oXlev° eXIMmTest eXImImmesr eXMMLITET
O 6> O 1L_meir O&L” Elmmeir Oa L LimeIr
ST SUH BT 61T SU(ThH FIDMTS 61T 6Y(TF) 6T & 6T
B Bb6p e H(HFCpeT B(1h oo
OlFmen® Ol meor Gorsor OFmevfGmeor Ol me0Ger6oT
LIs5oT 6> LisvoTsooflGeorLd | Lisvor sl HlGmmLDd | Liswor gy GeumLd
Gumr Quimsormiy GLImSmy OLiemy
Dative Case

The dative case is added to nouns to mean "to", "for", or "for the sake

of".

Dative Case

o All other words add the suffix —2_ & .

o If the word ends in =), —/F, =g, or —3hul, add —& &

Again, remember that suffix rules for Thamil cases, as well as our basic set
of suffix rules, should be used in conjunction with the dative case suffix, if

they are applicable. In general, non-case-suffixes (-3, —2_Lb, etc.) only

follow the basic set of suffix addition rules. Case suffixes (—g,
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-&@&H/—-2_% @, etc.) are added by first using case suffix rules, if they apply,
before using the basic suffix rules.

Irrequlars

Only a handful of words, which are all pronouns, add the dative case
slightly differently.

Word Dative Case
[IT60T 6601 ()

i3 2 Gl &
Y SN
[BITLD [BLO ()
Examples

o BHIGET FHemL_ & GUTEDIsG6mTe = "Are you going to the store?"

o Godevr 2 a1 FIUUM emL_ eunkiFlsormer = "Mekalaa bought the
candy for you"

o BT &ML (R GuTGeussr = "I will go home"

o LT WDMIH@ GuTHlm s = "A bull goes to the river"

o LOMEBOTOUTH6T Bleon(pld 6u@HLILS @ LG LUTTSH6T = "Students read
for class daily"

o GBS H6IT LYEIGTe & Gureurjgmsr = "Children will go to the
park”

Sociative Case

The sociative case is used to show accompaniment in action. It's
meaning generally corresponds to the word "with".
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Sociative Case

The sociative case is formed by adding the suffixes —2_L_6oT or —g@@

Examples

o BIVGSHIHH leuggil e Gur ="Go to the library with him."

o b 6TRIGEHL 6T BTL_&HHIHG cu(hHeumure = "Will you come to the
play with us?"

o BNHIGET HlsvonbeEhl ol OF (L Henar sumbiGHHCmTD = "We buy
the shoes with the clothes."

Habitual Tense

The habitual tense refers to verbs that show action occurring repeatedly.
The action can occur daily, weekly, or repeatedly over any other period of
time.

The habitual tense would be used to say statements like "l wake up at
5:00 daily". Sometimes, the habitual tense is used based on the context of
the statement. If someone asks, "Do you want tea?" and you reply, "l don't
drink tea," the habitual tense would be used to indicate that you have made
it a habit not to drink tea.

Habitual Tense
A verb is put into the habitual tense by putting it into the future tense.

Examples

o BT leor(pld B GI Loevtllh@ 6T(LphSl(mGUeT = "I wake up at
5:00 daily"

o b GaBI @ imur? ="Do you drink tea?"

o [TRIG6T SHMLIL S Hleor(pd sllemsmumBGsurd = "We play football
everyday."
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Locative / Ablative Case

Locative Case
The locative case is added to nouns to mean "in", "at", or "on".

Locative Case

The locative case is formed by adding the suffix —@)ev

Although the locative case can be translated into English using different
words ("in", "at", "on") depending on the context, there is some commonality
in each word's meaning. The commonality seems to be that the English
words indicate a proximity to the location in reference.

The locative case, along with the dative case, is one of the most often
used cases.

- B 1D

The case suffix —§)L_1o is affiliated with the locative case, but it takes on

only a few specific meanings that are all different. Some meanings
resemble the locative case, while sometimes it is used the way the dative
case is. We will postpone it for later.

Ablative Case
The ablative case means "from".

Ablative Case
The ablative case is formed by adding the suffix —&)e0(h bS5l
The exceptions to this are the words ik, @i, and 6THI:

Word Ablative Case

LIS VL I YEE
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IS Qrfmp)
6TIhI(F) 6TRIFN(H Sl
Examples

o LMeM6Y &nL 19 60(HbHI UDSFHM S = "The bird flies from the nest"
o HLILLGET HL_6060 GuTGHLL = "Ships sail on the sea”

o i}y Gem 1L &l eusnElm Gl = "The flower grows in the garden”

Possessive / Instrumental Cases

Possessive Case

The possessive case is added to nouns to indicate that the noun has
ownership or possession of something. It is something like the "--'s" that is
added to the end of a word in English for the same purpose.

Possessive Case
The possessive case is formed for

o nouns ending in —Lb, —(b), or — mI by adding the case suffix

—BepiemL_w

o all other nouns by adding the case suffix —2_6mL_ul.

The possessive case may also be formed by adding the suffix —@)er. It

IS equivalent to —2_emL_w except that it is not typically added to pronouns.

Instrumental Case

The instrumental case is added to nouns to mean "with the use of",
"because of", or "by means of".

‘Instrumental Case
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The instrumental case is formed by adding the suffix —<2h60

Examples

o Dleusdl FHHHWed LomdLpdSlaent_w GHremev Glew”1g sormer = "He
cut the mango's skin with a knife"

o JluErmL_W FHemd OFFSSM6ML 6u(hHLOTS = "Will her story
appear in the newspaper?"

Verbs And Case Forms Of w1, siemeu

For many different forms, Thamil verbs are formed irregularly for the

inanimate 91 &1, Slemeu (and nouns that could be replaced by these 2

pronouns). The following is a summary of how 9% and Slemeu are dealt
with for verbs and cases.

Verb Endings

Class|Past Tense Present Tense Future Tense
1-4 past tense stem + verb + aﬂ[b + =3Il |verb+ -9 _|hH*
ST
_@', * L] L] L] L] L]
6-7 S verb+65dﬂg)+—@lgu verb +$&% + —2_ID
1-4 past tense stem + verb + aﬂ6o:rgp66r verb + —9_[O*
@.,66)61' 6_7 _@',66[* . . o o .
verb + &EleoTmeor verb + & + —2_LD

* There are 2 extra ways to make the past tense for i % for class 3

verbs, while the past tense for Slemeu for class 3 verbs is irregular.

** Verbs which are 2 short syllables and end in —2_ drop the final —2_

before adding —2_1p
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Past Tense For 91 51,3iemeu Class 3 Verbs

The past tense of class 3 verbs for I Gl can also be formed as

o verb + @)
o verb + MM

The past tense of class 3 verbs for Blema is verb + B)eor

Note: the information in the chart above completes the missing
information from Lesson 3 on Verb Roots / Verb Suffixes.

Cases

From background information about Thamil cases, we saw that Qlemel
changes to Dleupmi— before adding cases. But 35| changes to one of
two possibilites. Sometimes, 91 &l changes to iger— before adding the

case suffix. Other times, 3l just adds the case suffix. And the dative is

just ASDHS

Case Suffix / Case 9 G Sl6m6)

_% W
(Accusative) oS SIoUDD
6O HHDS Sloupmis @
(Dative)

—2_L 6 SIS IL_60T SleUDMIL_6oT
(Sociative)

_@_@_ LN SluDGmm(H
(Sociative)

~@L1o SIsa_1h SleupBl_Lb
(Locative)

— @b D Asumdled
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(Locative)
_@6157@'&—)@_, 66) . . 6]51 .
Aatve) DA DHS! AP BHHS!
—2-6mi-U SIS EIHL_ULI SleunmiemL_W
(Possessive)
~<2he 9B COTTEV SlQUDHDTEV
(Instrumental)

= word changes with case suffix

Verbs Of The Dative Case

Some thoughts, such as "want"/"need", "know", "understand”, etc. can
be expressed in Thamil only using the dative case and a certain set of
verbs. Sentences that use these verbs will be a little different from the
sentences we have seen so far. The way the verbs are used will be
different, and some verbs have certain peculiarities.

Understanding this type of sentence entails understanding the particulars
of each verb. To say the least, this lesson may be challenging and a bit
tricky, but hopefully it will seem easier over time.

The Verbs
Positive Verbs
Past Tense Present/ Future Tense
~ Gun@m') enough
- @611666?@“3 want / need
Past Tense Present Tense Future Tense
9196 % Y liked 91g.& A, ey like 19196 LD will like
: was able £ s/ am/ are 5 willbe able
PibdIl PSS able (LpIG-UJLD
@,%_T) m[f),&) ) knew @,&) R &) know @,&) Muyd will know
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. . will
leLBﬁB ) understood L mdﬁlD ) understand L fuLd understand
HlewL_G Hl/ HlewL_sFHm 1/
>3 received D3l receive 6966)I_<§S@Lf3 will receive
LlemL_g 6ot Flem1_g Flsormeor
bS5/ 2]
@@E‘@gﬂ existed @@ DS exist(s) @@3‘5@“‘3 will exist
B)(m b sor B % FHlsormeot
Negative Verbs
Past Tense Present/ Future Tense
. was not , :
6””56{,761)66)61) enough GL"T@’T@J is not/ will not be enough
~ ?Ir?eggt want GCori60TL_MLD do not/ will not want / need
Past/ Present Tense Future Tense
L‘ﬂl_q_éaa;@jd)mw did/ do not like Lﬂ,q_a‘;a;néj will not like
. . will not be
@m_wﬂwmw was/ is not able G:plq_u_m'éj able
@gmmﬂ@mw did not/ do not know @@ﬂmrrgu will not know
. _ will not
,_,mujdﬂwmw did not/ do not understand leUJngd understand
: \ did not/ do not receive F will not
L& %6 T606mr60 FeOL_SBMH] receive
@6\366)61) did/ do not exist «@@éﬂﬁ"@’ will not exist

From the chart of the positive verbs, we can see that the verbs can be
put into groups:

o OUITHILD, Cer6HOT (HLD
o g, (tpig., G, yf
o FlemL_, B

This might help in understanding the verbs.
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Verb Usage And Notes

Verbs With Dative Case

In dative-case sentences, the subject is put into the dative case and comes at
the beginning, while the verb comes at the end of the sentence.

For the positive forms of some verbs, there is a past, present, and future

tense. However, the group of verbs 1ig., (pig., Q& 1, L express ideas that

don't change from one moment to the next. For example, we reasonably
assume that knowledge or understanding of something is retained

indefinitely. The same idea applies to (fig. and (Lp1g.. The constant action of

these verbs is a common usage of the habitual tense. Remember that the
habitual tense is expressed in Thamil by whatever the future tense is. This

also applies to the other verbs, but especially GLTg)Ld and Geusor(HLd and
their negatives.

@@7, has appeared before in creating a particular simple sentence. There,
it means something like the verb "be". Here, when used with the dative

case, §)( means something like "be" or "exist" in a literal translation.

However, in a practical translation of the entire sentence, &) might be
translated as the verb "have".

@) With The —@)_b Case Suffix
For sentences where @@ is the verb (and the objects are tangible), the case
suffix —@)L_Lb should be used instead of the dative case suffix —2_ & @ for the
subject
For example, "l have a plate” would be sTarelL_Ld SL-(H B)(HSHSHMSI.

But emotions and ideas are expressed using the usual —2_ 4@ for the
dative case.

wprg With The —2h60 Case Suffix

For sentences where (LpLq is the verb, the case suffix — 9} 60 should be used
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instead of the dative case suffix —2_ &, for the subject

We can't say "was enough"”, "wanted", or "did not want" with types of

sentences found in this lesson yet. If we use the verb (Scmaszfr@?’ in our

standard type of sentences, then we can express "wanted". We will soon
get to Negative Verbs which will allow us to say "did not want". There is no
simple verb to say "enough", however.

Examples

o JUTHERHG Qbs um b yfluor? = "Do they understand this
lesson?"

o DUTHEHSH AHSS UTLEGaT Lfujd = "They understand the
next lessons"

o 6TOTHFH Ibd FlemIlLL_Semng 119 FHalsvemev ="l did not like that
movie"

o TS Lempw Sl migenar 1Tg 6 @Lo = "I like old movies”
o JoUEhHS Q(H Ufls HlewL § G = "She received a prize”

o IlQUEHH @ Hovew LoFlI0UsmTHeT FewL GHer = "She received
good grades”

o 6TRIGAMNL_LD Lsoorld §)svemev = "We have no money”
o wN(HHHMUDH Q) Osfyor? = "Does anyone know this?"

o 2 RIKEHGE 2 60016 GuTalsvemev = "The food is not enough for
you"

Infinitive

The infinitive is a simple word made out of the verb root. It corresponds
well with the English infinitive in translations, which is the word "to" followed
by the verb. (Ex: "to fall", "to wash"). It is used very often to help form other
expressions and verb forms.
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Infinitive
The infinitive is formed by

o adding —3 to verbs in Classes 1-4
(2-syllable short-vowel words ending in an —2_ sound drop the final —2__
before adding —<})

o adding —&& to verbs in Classes 6-7

Ex:

o

S(Lp6u = "to wash"

[e]

alp = "to fall"

OlFmsvsy = "to say"

[e]

Li6soT 50T = "to do"

[e]

[e]

ss1mm = "to pour”

Irrequlars

Verb Infinitive
oxlev° oI

O 6> CaL" %
oM U

B )

Gumr Ours
"Going To ...", Etc.

In English, we sometimes say "They are going to buy things" or "We

went to play"”. To say "going to", follow the infintive with Gur. In addition to
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Gurrs, this also applies to any other verbs that make sense in its place, such

as 610, wwpd Qair™?, eNmubyy>, and Lmir®.

Although umi® means "see", when it is used here, it means "try". (pumél

Qau1'® means "try" as it is, so both verbs mean the same thing here.

EX:
o Sleujsar Oum(peisemenr suthias Gurdlpmyser = "They are going to
buy things"
o BNRIGHET eXlemenuim_ GuTGsormd = "We went to play”
o Sloustt CUHBHD T (pwDE OFUISTET, DhETTEO SlGUSTT 6T

@upmsﬁ]a’)mw = "He tried to get on the bus, but he was not able to get
on."

Should / Should Not

Should / Should Not
o To indicate "should", use infinitive + GéuswoT(HILD

o To indicate "shouldn't’, use infinitive + dn.L_MT S|
EXx:

o BIed YL Geussor(HLd = "I should depart”

o B Lmedsd FewoTewdleny HovHE Ll MGl = "You shouldn't mix water in
the milk"

Prior Uses Of The Infinitive

The infinitive has been the basis for some of the rules about negative

commands and verbs with 31 %) and lemeu. Using the infinitive, the previous
rules become:
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Negative Commands
Commands without respect are formed by replacing the final =] of the
infinitive with —O‘fl__b(g‘g;. Commands with respect are formed by replacing the

final —<3 of the infinitive with — b & 761,

Future Tense Of 9151, Sleme
The future tense of 3| Gl and Slemeail is formed by replacing the final =3I of

the infinitive with —2__LD

Negative Verbs

Negative verbs are verbs which indicate that an action did not happen.
Here, the word "negative" means "opposite", as in "to negate" something.
We have seen this before in Negatives / Questions and Negative Commands.

Past/present Tense Negative Verbs

To form a negative verb, past or present, use infinitive + 611 + — &)606m6v

Since all infinitives end in an < sound, we automatically know that 6

must be inserted between the verb and —&)svemsv.

Future Tense Negative Verbs

o For nouns besides I %[ and Slewel, the negative is infinitive + LOTL_L"
+ verb suffix

o For 3Gl and Slemei, replace the final —3) from the infinitive with
—2b3l

Ex:

o [BeT hemen OeBHGTE CuF efl_tom” GLsor ="l will not let the guy
talk badly"
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o Iihs Hwlimer FesorpPled Gevorswotys SymH = "In that special well,
water will not run out"

If Statements / Negative If Statements

If statements (a.k.a. conditionals) refer to sentences that go something
like "If some action occurs ...". The negative form of this is something like
"If some action doesn't occur ...".

For verbs, the past tense stem is the part of the past tense verb to which
the verb ending is added. See Verbs - Past Tense for details.

If Statements

To turn a phrase into an if statement, add —<3h6V to the past tense stem of the
verb

Negative If Statements
To turn a phrase into a negative if statement, replace the final —<| from the

infinitive with —<2%h&TL"L_mev
Ex:

o WI(HLD HEMETEDW THHEHTOIL L M0, FH Goreid euan(mHLd = "If
no one pulls out the weed, it will still grow"

AvP

In Thamil, there is a special way to describe a series of actions taking
place. The final action is written as usual, using whichever verb forms that
are appropriate. For each of the actions preceding the final action, the verbs
are changed into their AvP (adverbial participle) form.

AvVP
The AvP of a verb is formed by adding
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o —9 to the past tense stem of the verb (classes 1-2, 4-7)

o —@) to the verb (class 3)
EX:

o DIGUT (LPL_6HL_H6M6T 6Nkl FemLod Hl SL 1960 GUTL (B

2 qrd@ Osm®ESmrer = "He has bought and cooked eggs and has
put them on a plate and gives them to you"

o BEMhIEHET BHAL FHM BLBSH 6umHHCMD = "We will walk around in
the city and then come”

Negative AvP

The negative AvP of a verb is formed by replacing the final —< from the

infinitive with —<24Lo6V

For @), however, the negative AvP is )sosumLosv.

Continuous Tense

The continuous tense for verbs shows that the action occurs
continuously (without stopping). Verbs in the continuous tense can also
show that the action occurs in the past tense, present tense, or future tense.

The past continuous tense shows that the action was occurring in the
past. (Ex: "They have were laughing") The present continuous tense shows
the the action is currently occurring and ongoing. (Ex: "They are laughing")
The future continous tense shows that the action will be occurring
continuously in the future. (Ex: "They will be laughing")

Continuous Participle

A verb can be put in the continuous tense by AvP + @&n@ﬁr@ + @@7
The past, present, or future continuous tense can be formed by putting
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@@7 into the past, present, or future tense, respectively.

EX:

o AbS BIevor(h LML 19 HEHLD T 60l
91q $ H1% OEHTew0rLg (HLILMTH6T = "Those two grandmothers will be
gossiping"

o HMEHMEHET HTeWevlled &b FHidhlHTesTLg (& GHLD = "Crows will be
crowing in the morning"

o Quflw elFlH6Med cusvILg HaiT CLIMIIG OB T6vOTLY (T, & FlsTTDEOT =
"Vehicles are going in big streets"

o Sloujser i 514 0C\smevwrig (HBSTTH6T = "They were laughing”

Quotations & Complex Sentences - srai

S is one of the Class 5 Verbs. 6T&T> means "say", just like

5

The verb st6or

Qamev>. In addition, eTeor
we will see in this lesson.

can also be used to make complex sentences, as

Quotations

Quotations are used to restate what other people have said. Direct
guotations show exactly what people have said. (Ex: " 'The fisherman
departed in the boat', said the child.") Indirect quotations show what people
have said, but not necessarily in the exact way that they said it. (Ex: "The
child said that the fisherman departed.")

The word sTeor mi, which is also the AvP of stao>, is placed immediately

after the quotation. Traditionally in Thamil, the indirect form of quotations
has been used predominantly. In the history of Thamil, the usage of the
guotation marks is a relatively recent thing. Thus, direct quotations in Thamil
are distinguished mainly by quotation marks, and indirect quotations do not
have quotation marks.
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Ex:

o "B HTOGLOTEH B)(hHHCMeT" 6T M) LomsooTeusT &b Slsormeor = "'l
am late!" the student screamed. "

o "Bereuissi Sedsd Yy L niger" eterm Hmud QFereormsi = "
‘The fishermen departed in the boat', said the girl."

o Wareuisar Yyl L_riser etormy Hmifl Glgmsrermer = "The girl
said that the fishermen departed.”

When restating the speech of another person, the correct tense of 6T6T>

can be used as an alternative to the "sTsorm ... Qs> style of quotations.

Ex:

o "BLO(LpEDL_W CHM L SED sumemLp LogmIEHEhDd Olperemer

LOJRIGEHLD &) (hHaSlarmer” starmrsar aileugmi = " 'Banana trees and
coconut trees in our farm,' said the farmer."

o "BLO(LpEL_W CHML L SED sumemLp LogmIsHEhHLd Ol earemer

LJHISERLD B)(HdbSamer” starm sfleusml Ogrsrermer =" 'Banana
trees and coconut trees are in our garden,' the farmer said."

o BLO(LpEDL_ W GHML L S0 sumemLp LoJHISEHD OlgeTemeor
LIRISEHD R(HebSlaiper starmi ellsugmil OFmreremmesr = "The

farmer said that banana trees and coconut trees are in our garden."

Complex Sentences

Complex sentences can be formed using srer my to insert new phrases
in a way that is similar to how indirect quotations are formed. The phrase is

inserted into the sentence and is followed immediately with etsor . In such
sentences, the embedded phrase can often be a question.

Translations of the Thamil to English will vary according to the sentence.

Ex:
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o ||ounsond et Hevons G)mEEWHI | eTOrm 2 @ OB Huyor?

= "Do you know why the sky is blue?"

o [|Quilw Sievsser HL_60s0 eming WNSESGD | 6T6OT M)

QlFmeLEYIMIS 61T

= "Tell how big ships float in the ocean”

Verbal Adjectives

A verbal adjective is a phrase that acts as an adjective by describing a
noun. A verbal adjective, in specific, describes the noun by what the noun
does. For example, take the sentence "The elephant sleeps." We can
rewrite this as the phrase, "the sleeping elephant”. Here, "standing" is a
verbal adjective describing the elephant. Taking the sentence "The lion fell”,
the corresponding phrase would be "the fallen lion", where "fallen” is the

verbal adjective.

Verbal Adjective - Past/Present Tense
A verbal adjective, followed by the noun which it describes, can be formed by
moving the subject of a sentence to the end, and replacing the verb suffix of the

verb with =3

Verbal Adjective - Future Tense
A verbal adjective, followed by the noun which it describes, can be formed by
moving the subject of a sentence ot the end. The future tense verb is replaced

by its infintive, and the infinitive's final —<% is replaced by —2 LD

(Note: remember that replacing the final —< of an infinitive with —2_1p

gives the same word as the future tense for 91 & and Slemeu. This may be
a source of confusion. Forgetting this fact might make correct sentences
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appear incorrect and vice versa.)

EX:

o gn@@ﬁm wmemeor = "The sleeping elephant”

o HMIGHD wiremer Hempw SLemev L(HLY FMIIL L G = "The
sleeping elephant ate lots of peanuts”

o al(iph FmigLd = "The fallen lion”

o allphd Shgd Gamdled FH_&Emg = "The fallen lion lies in the
mud"

The translation of the verbal adjectives into English can be done in a
systematic way. That is to be expected, though, because translation is not
formulaic and English is an irregular language.

Ex:

o GampseT LY FTA®HL = "The chickens will eat lentis”

o LymLIL FmNIBW GsmAsar = "The chickens that will eat lentis”

o L MG Camfsar QLGUTIpS RS aumFlaimer =
"The chickens that will eat lentils come here now"

o empulley 2 (HaTED ubHIHaT HOwsTs: G)(HSSommer = "The
balls that roll on the ground are small”

o GU&HLD GUFFTMTHEHH G SH6vOT6wI] MU HIFHET = "Leave water for
the orators that will speak”

Perfect Tense / s9p

A verb in the perfect tense shows an action whose completion is
definite. The past perfect tense shows an action that had completed before
other events that also took place in the past. The present perfect tense
shows an action that has just completed, and the future perfect tense shows
an action that will be completed in the future.

The following sentences are examples of the past, present, and future
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tenses in English for the verb "dance": "She had danced before singing"
(past), "She has danced and will sing soon" (present), “"She will have
danced by the time she sings" (future).

Perfect Tense

The perfect tense of a verb is formed by AvP + @@7

By itself, the verb 6)57@4 means "leave". When combined with the AvP, it
shows certainty or definiteness in the occurrence of an action.

Verbs - Certainty In Occurrence

The AvP + 6ﬁ7®4 shows certainty in the action's occurrence

Because of the certainty that it expresses, AvP + 6)‘17@4 Is used for

emphasis. The past tense of AvP + 61‘?1@4, in addition to showing

definiteness that the action happened, also indicates that the action
completed.

Ex:

o Bsor QFereumiidSipsmis 6L 1960 FHELD OFuIFHeN GLer ="On
Tuesday | cleaned inside the house"

o CEHTemS BTevor(h BHLeWeUK6T Dhlq Uil(hH &St = "Kothai has
danced two times"

o DIGUTH6T BIew6T M) Lo6woNS G UHSIHLILMTSH6T = "They will
have come by 6 o'clock tomorrow"

o Ileuy Foufled m g llmHs UL CEITe B(HSHMH = "The
picture that she has mounted on the wall is straight"

o DIEhFV lewIouTs 6k HIIL Geuswr(HLo = "The mail must come
soon"

o LhemaT EMHlsHme HIfS Hiel 1 g = "The cat tore the paper”

Verbal Nouns
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Verbal nouns are similar to verbal adjectives, in that they are constructed
from phrases. But as the name suggests, verbal nouns turn phrases into
nouns.

Verbal Noun - Past/Present Tense
A verbal noun is made from a phrase by replacing the verb with past/present

tense stem + 3| H|

Verbal Noun - Future Tense
For verbs in

o Classes 1-4, replace the verb with verb root + 61 + —<3) K|
o Class 5, replace the verb with future tense stem + L1 + —<3 B

o Classes 6-7, replace the verb with verb root + LIL1 + =9I 5]

See the lesson on Class 5 Verbs for reference on Class 5 future tense
stems.

Another way of thinking about verbal nouns is this: replace the verb suffix

(for nouns besides 91 %1 and Slsmeu) with =3I Hi. For 3 FHI and Slemel in

the past and present tense, also replace the verb suffix with -1 &.

Properties Of Verbal Nouns

Verbal nouns can take case suffixes. When taking case suffixes, verbal
nouns behave like 3 &). The final -1 will be replaced with whatever
word 91 &%) would change to in the same situation. For example, -9 %I

would change to —igermev in the instrumental case, and —3I5M & in the
dative case.

o et Ogmsrereumenm B GHL L_mur? ="Did you hear the things that |
said?"

o FMTemeL HL (HoUBl (PGB L HI eTorm dbser OFmersrmiseir
="The people said that the building of the road had finished"
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Reflexive Pronouns / Qsnreir

Reflexive Pronouns

Reflexive pronouns are pronouns that refer back in some way to the
subject of the same sentence. One way reflexive pronouns can occur in
English is by words such as "myself", "yourself", "ourselves", "themselves",
etc.

The equivalent of such reflexive words in Thamil, for 1st and 2nd
person, is achieved simply by using the corresponding pronoun.

EX:
o [Bmedr eTeoTemeor LMM  GLIFGsorsor = "I talked about myself”
o BriGeT 2 _msemen Geumisasndiger = "Don't hate yourself"

There are special reflexive pronouns for 3rd person. They can take case
suffixes, and change before doing so.

Reflexive 3rd Person Prounous
Singular Plural

B 60T B ITTHI 61T

Reflexive 3rd Person Prounous - Changes With Case Suffixes

Singular Plural
& 60T — & hIg 61T —
O\ mair

One of the meanings of @smeit is "hold". But we have already seen
@ameit to help express something else. Namely, the AvP of @amsirt, which

is Qg mevor(p), is used along with @@7 to help express the continuous tense. If
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we only use @a;rra'rl, we can form reflexive verbs. Reflexive verbs relate the

action back to the subject. Another way of thinking about reflexive verbs is
that they show the subject performs the action alone.

Reflexive Verbs

A verb can be made reflexive by using AvP + Qwmmeirt

Ex:

o D&GT FYBHenG o1 OsmardlmreT = "The daughter wrote the
letter herself"

o Dl6UeT EhTFe0 [Hlemevwd HIb@ OuTl HQSHmnS g

Ol&mssorL_melr = "She went to the post office and mailed the letter
herself"

Simultaneous actions can be expressed with @amsirt and the continuous

tense.

Simultaneous Action
For verbs whose actions occur simultaneously, replace all verbs except for the

last verb with AvP + g Tewor (B
EX:

o lauiser SRS L Osmswor® umg CEressr® suBETTSH6T = "They
came laughing and singing"

Passive Voice / ug

Passive Voice

The sentences we have discussed so far, with perhaps the exception of
the type of sentences made only with the dative case, are active sentences.
They are called active because the subject clearly performs the action of
the verb. (E.g. "It runs", "They saw the movie") Passive voice refers to the
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use of passive verbs. Passive verbs show action happening to the direct
object. However, sentences with passive verbs do not have a subject, or
the subject is indirectly expressed. (E.g. "The movie was seen”, "They
movie was seen by them")

Passive Voice
A sentence is put into passive voice by

o replacing the verb with infinitive + u®4
o removing the case suffix —&n from the direct object

o adding the case suffix —%613 to the subject, if it is expressed indirectly

Note that the u®4 of the passive verb is conjugated (i.e. gets its verb
ending) according to the direct object.

Ex:

o IFFlwevaurdlser HS FLU L HmE SHSSTIH6T = "Politicians
blocked that law"

o IhF FLULID HHHS UL L FH ="Thatlaw was blocked"

o L Berise GL(hHb SIS L HEDTIEeT = "Drivers drive the
buses"

o GLIHBESBISET L BerTsemmsd 1 L ufHsimer = "The buses were
driven by drivers"

o flemmpw G Sleuemer LS ILTTSH6T = "Many people will respect him”

o Jleusdi LHlHE Lbeumsr = "He will be respected”

L

The verb u®4 is used on its own to express emotions. The related word

u@g}gu‘o’ is used to express the creation of the same emotions.

Emotions Expressed With u®*/ u®s g3
Emotion Meaning
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LDaﬂg) X3 happiness
QLimemLD pride
QL HID shyness
SyLod hardship
SIOUFTLD haste, urgency
o Wb doubt
QuImmemLD jealousy
GCHmLILD anger
DIFFLD fear
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